
 

Owning a Dog in Cary: Everything You Need to Know 
 
When it comes to owning a dog in the Cary, North Carolina area, you want to ensure 
that you have all the information needed to provide your pet with a comfortable life 
while following the city’s rules and regulations. With that in mind, our team has put 
together a definitive guide to dog ownership in Cary, so read on to learn more! 
 

4 Types of Laws to Abide When Owning a Dog in Cary 
 
1. Leash Laws 
 
The city of Cary requires that all pets be on a leash or lead if they’re not on their 
owner’s property. Dogs are only allowed off-leash in community areas when located 
within the town’s designated dog parks.  
 
If these rules are not followed, owners can face a charge of $20 for the first offense 
and additional penalties for repeat offenses. 
 
2. Pooper Scooper Laws 
 
In Cary, owners are required to pick up their pets’ feces whether on public or 
private property. Those who experience repeat issues with undisposed feces and 
know the pet and owner can contact a Cary animal services officer to resolve the 
issue.  
 
3. Required Vaccinations 
 
The only required dog vaccination by law in Cary, North Carolina is the rabies 
vaccine, and puppies typically receive their first dose at 16 weeks of age, and no 
earlier than 15 weeks. The vaccine is good for up to one year, so after that, dogs will 
need to receive another dose, which is then good for three years.  
 
Along with the required rabies vaccine, some recommended vaccinations for your 
pet include the following: 
 

• Distemper/parvovirus (DHPP) 
• Leptospirosis 
• Bordtella 

• Lyme disease  
• Canine influenza 
• And more

 
4. Dog Bite Laws 
 
When someone is bitten by a domesticated animal, it’s mandated by North Carolina 
law to report the case to the police department. Once reported, the pet’s owner will 



 

be required to show proof of the rabies vaccination, and the pet in question needs to 
undergo a 10-day observation period. Depending on the case at hand, the animal 
may also be required to be observed at the Wake County Animal Shelter’s veterinary 
hospital at the owner’s expense.  
 
One of the best ways to prevent dog bites is to obey the leash law, which ensures the 
safety of your animal, as well as those in your general vicinity. 
 

Additional Tips on Dog Ownership in Cary
 
Seasons to Watch Out for Coyotes 
 
The spring and fall are when you need to be the most careful and watchful for 
coyotes. The springtime, which can be considered anywhere between February and 
May, is the most notable season for coyotes to be active in public, as they are mainly 
focused on breeding and raising their young. 
 
Additionally, there is an increased rate of coyote sightings between October and 
November. This is because young coyotes are now leaving their parents’ territory, 
traveling longer distances, and establishing territories of their own. 
 
Recommendations for Navigating Hot Climates 
 
Due to the hot and humid climate during the summer months in and around Cary, 
you’ll want to ensure that your furry friend is protected from potential health risks, 
such as heat exhaustion, burns, and more. Because of this, some of the things that 
our team recommends include: 
 

• Making sure your pet always has access to fresh, cold water 
• Providing ample shade when your dog is outside 
• Using cooling aids, such as damp towels and cooling mats, as needed 
• Scheduling walks and playtime during cooler mornings or evenings 

 
Fence Specifications for Your Home 
 
Fences must be installed entirely on your property and not on easements or other 
restricted areas. Though most residential fences do not require a permit, one is 
necessary for fences taller than eight feet, as well as those adjacent to a 
thoroughfare or collector road.  
 
More specifically, dog fences must be at least 100 square feet for pets that are under 
20 pounds and no less than 200 square feet for dogs that are 20 pounds or more. 
These measurements allow pets to have plenty of space to play and explore, 
increasing their quality of life. 



 

 

5 Places to Go with Your Dog in and Near Cary, North Carolina 
 

• Robert V. Godbold Park – Featuring an off-leash dog park on the grounds, 
Robert V. Godbold Park provides ample space for pets who enjoy roaming 
without a tether. Stop by to play fetch with your furry friend! 

 
• Hemlock Bluffs Nature Preserve – Ideal for dogs that enjoy long walks, 

Hemlock Bluffs Nature Preserve includes plenty of trails for you and your pet 
to explore, all including flora and fauna native to the Cary area.  

 
• Quail Ridge Books – This independent bookstore, located in Raleigh, is a 

great activity for you and your pet, as the establishment allows dogs inside. 
With a large stock of books in diverse genres, you’re sure to find an intriguing 
read at Quail Ridge Books.  

 
• Bond Brothers Beer Co. – Specializing in lagers, ales, and sours, this craft 

brewery is the perfect destination to bring your pet and enjoy a meal out on 
the spacious patio. 

 
• Cotton House Craft Brewers – As a fan favorite in the area, Cotton House 

Craft Brewers features a vast menu of beers to choose from, making it a great 
option for those wanting to hang out on the back deck and overlook 
downtown Cary. 

 

Where to Adopt in the Cary Area 
 
For those ready to take on life as a pet owner, know that there are plenty of animals 
in need of a forever home. So, if you’re looking to adopt a dog, cat, or even bunny, 
look no further than the SPCA of Wake County. This nonprofit’s mission is to help 
transform the lives of pets and people in the Cary community and beyond through 
four key components: protection, care, education, and adoption. 
 
Additionally, the SPCA of Wake County also includes key resources for community 
members, such as lost pet information, community cat connection, and more.  
 

Choose [Insert Client Name] for Your Dog Boarding in Cary 
 
At the [Insert client name] Cary location, our passionate team is committed to 
providing you with a wide range of pet services, such as dog boarding, grooming, 
day care, and training. When dropping your companion off with us, know that they’ll 
be in great hands, as we’re proud to provide compassionate and professional care, 
no matter how long you’re away! 

https://www.carync.gov/recreation-enjoyment/parks-greenways-environment/parks/robert-v-godbold-park
https://www.carync.gov/recreation-enjoyment/parks-greenways-environment/parks/stevens-nature-center-at-hemlock-bluffs-nature-preserve/trails-at-hemlock-bluffs
https://quailridgebooks.com/
https://www.bondbrothersbeer.com/
https://www.cottonhousenc.co/
https://spcawake.org/
https://spcawake.org/lostpetresources/
https://spcawake.org/tnvrwake/


 

 

Contact Us Today! 
 
If you’re looking for exceptional dog boarding and day care in the Cary, North 
Carolina area, please reach out to our team to book your next stay. We look forward 
to seeing you and your pet very soon! 
 


